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Chapter 1 is devoted to the Bacitracins, a remarkable group of polypep-
tides containing the thiazoline nucleus. With the exception of Lyman C.
Craig of the Rockefeller Institute, no one has done as much as Abraham
to advance our knowledge of the nature of these substances, the structure
of which is now, except for a few details, completely established.
In Chapter 2 the author discusses the chemistry of the Cephalosporins,
a chemically heterogeneous assembly of antibiotic substances elaborated by
certain members of the Cephalosporium family. Cephalosporin P appears
to be a steroid; Cephalosporin N is a penicillin containing a D-8-amino-
adipyl grouping in the position occupied by the phenylacetyl group in the
classical benzylpenicillin; Cephalosporin C is chemically related to the N
compound but yields no penicillamine in acid hydrolysis.
In Chapter 3 the relationships between structure and function of these
and other antibiotics are discussed from the standpoint of modern bio-
chemistry.
This stimulating and informative book, in which the text is generously
supported by bibliographical references and index, is recommended to the
attention of all organic chemists who are in any way interested in the
rapidly expanding field of antibiotics.
HANS T. CLARKE
THE NEUROSES AND THEIR TREATMENT. By Edward Podolsky. New York,
Philosophical Library, 1958. 555 pp. $10.00.
Dr. Podolsky in his foreword to this collection of papers writes that the
volume came into existence to help "the physician in active practice" under-
stand more about the diagnosis, management, and treatment of the neu-
roses.
In his attempt to do this, he has brought together 37 different papers
written by specialists of varied caliber and belonging to markedly diversi-
fied schools of thought. Topics can be found to suit almost anybody's per-
sonal preference-to quote from the cover: ". . . from simple allergies to
severe and crippling phobias-from psychotherapy in infancy to the han-
dling of senility-from the routine psychotherapy to electroshock, from the
new psychopharmacological aids to the extreme measures of lobotomy."
For a general practitioner this book would not be very helpful, one rea-
son being that many of the articles are written for the specialist. Further-
more, the contradictory approaches and conflicting interpretations probably
would only persuade the general practitioner that he should forget about
the whole business.
For a psychiatrist there are many articles of great interest included in
this collection: Spitz's excellent papers on infancy, Josselyn's work on
children with rheumatic fever, Bick's study of occupational neuroses, and
many others. This level of excellence, however, is not maintained; at times
it dips markedly. One wonders about the need for a publication such as
this. The book has no real unifying theme in spite of its title. Even as a
reference book it is of questionable value as no specific references nor
bibliographies are included.
PAUL ERRERA
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